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What is Asahi Intecc?

~A Japan-based company sweeping over the world—~

Isn't Japan thought of as an advanced country in the field of medicine?

However, in the current situation it is a fact that much of the medical devices and
pharmaceuticals used in the medical front depend on products from Europe and the LS.
Under these circumstances, Asahi Intecc is gaining attention from medical professionals
around the world, through its medical devices for catheter treatment and primarily the
guide wires which are the fruits of its original technologies.
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@ What does the company do?

© Asahi Intecc develops, produces and sells products such as
guide wires for catheter treatment.

Various wire products are used in the medical device and industrial device fields.
. For some people, the word “wire” may not paint a clear picture of these products.
Industrial products Even so, wire products are used in all sorts of things that surround us, from
various medical devices to cars, air conditioners, OA equipment and even in the
fields of construction and fishery.

Among these products, Asahi Intecc develops, produces and sells guide wires,
guiding catheters and balloon catheters which are medical devices indispensable
for catheter treatment.

Some products used in catheter treatment have diameters as thin as 0.35mm.
With its excellent development capabilities and production technologies in the
medical device field, Asahi Intecc has a high share not only in Japan but in the
world as well.

Q, Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! Asahi Intecc's medical devices
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o What is catheter treatment?

@ Catheter treatment, which has made notable progress in recent
years, is a method that doesn’t rely on surgery and is easy on patients.

Basic flow of PC1 treatment Wratr}exactly is catheter treatment in which Asahi Intecc’s products play active
roles?

Catheter treatment is one of the methods of treatment for diseases such as
angina pectoris and myocardial infarctions that are caused by the heart's blood
vessels (coronary arteries) becoming clogged or narrowed by cholesterol.
Previously it was common to treat such diseases with medication or, if symptoms
were heavy, with coronary artery bypass grafting a major surgery with
thoracotomy.

Meanwhile, catheter treatment has been making notable progress in recent
years. This is a method of treatment in which narrow tubes called catheters are
inserted from the wrist or from the base of the foot to widen the narrowed blood
vessels. Since the treatment doesn't require thoracotomy, there is little pain for
patients (minimally invasive) and the economic burden is lighter due to the
shortened length of hospital stay which allows early social rehabilitation, and it
has thus become the main method of treatment for coronary artery diseases.

Q, Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! Minimally invasive PCI
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0 What is catheter treatment?

@ Catheter treatment, which has made notable progress in recent
years, is a method that doesn’t rely on surgery and is easy on patients.

3 Dde ucts indispe nsable for PCI Three products used for this treatment are guide wires,

guiding catheters and balloon catheters. Asahi Intecc has
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been contributing to the proliferation of minimally-invasive
PCI PCI PCI
guide wires guiding catheters balloon catheters

treatment in recent years through the development,
production and sale of these products which are
. indispensable for catheter treatment.

Q, Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! PCI
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0 What is Asahi Intecc's field of business?

© Asahi Intecc continues to expand it's share of this market
which Is continuing to grow on a global scale.

Glnhal Share uf gL"dE W|res he market for the field of catheters continues to

expand significantly with the spreading of
EU minimally-invasive treatment.
Asahi Intecc’s guide wires, its main product,
have now extended to over 110 countries and
regions, and the number of cases of catheter
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treatments are significantly increasing in
developing countries centering on BRICs nations
as well due to their economic development.

By accurately adjusting to such changes of the

times and supplying products that are

Actlve |n Dver indispensable for medical care demanded by the

growing market, Asahi Intecc aims for

sustainable growth on a global scale.
So, where is the source of the competitiveness
of Asahi Intecc which continues to expand its

countries share on a global scale?
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@ What is the source of the competitiveness of Asahi Intecc?

o Asahi Intecc’'s competitiveness comes from its speed and experimenting/adapting
capabilities generated by its unmatched integrated production system that starts
with the materials and its hands-on approach.

The strength of Asahi Intecc is its integrated production system that covers everything from the
materials to the finished products. It all began in 1976. At the time, Asahi Intecc was a small
factory that produced and sold ultra-fine stainless steel ropes used in industrial equipment in
Osaka.

Later, the company entered into the medical device business, a field in which it could use its
technologies. A certain offer from a doctor was to be a major turning point towards the big leap
forward.

At the time, the majority of treatments for CTO (chronic total occlusion) depended on surgery.
Then, a doctor who was a leading expert in catheter treatment asked the company if it could
Asahi Intecc at its founding make guide wires that could be used in CTO treatment. Initially the doctor had asked a leading
overseas medical device manufacturer, but the task was one which was difficult to accomplizh
with the technological level at the time. Even among doctors it was not common sense to treat

this illness with catheters. Treatment of CTO with catheters was particularly difficult and success
would require sophisticated skill on the part of the doctor and a new level of high-functioning
guide wires that could accurately express the doctor's fine senses.

Q, Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! CTO
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0 What is the source of the competitiveness of Asahi Intecc?

o Asahi Intecc’s competitiveness comes from its speed and experimenting/adapting
capabilities generated by its unmatched integrated production system that starts
with the materials and its hands-on approach.

Asahi Intecc’'s Sophisticated It was an excursion into uncharted territory. Howewver, four core technologies, and particularly a
Torgue Technology

sophisticated torque technology, would be indispensable to be able to faithfully express the
fingertip senses of doctors with the guide wires.
Asahi Intecc's SOp... . With the ultra-fine stainless steel rope technology Asahi Intecc had cultivated, the company’s rapid
and detailed experimental and adapting capabilities, in which the voices of doctors on the medical
, " front line were steadily incorporated through trial and error, and returning time and time again to the
gt - materials level, as well as with the company's spirit of craftsmanship dedicated to producing
. - products that could treat this disease, finally in 1985 the company succeeded in developing the first

PCI guide wire for CTO treatment in Japan. Following reports by the doctor and others successful

Red: Stainless steel wire processed with treatments at academic societies, as well as its use overseas, Asahi Intecc’s products and
Asahl Intecc’s unique torgue technology

technologies started to be known around the world.
Blue: Normal stainless steel wire

Unlike other medical device manufacturers that order components and assemble them, Asahi
Intecc has its DNA of an integrated production system that starts from materials and finishes with
the final product, as well as a hands-on approach that has been unchanging since its founding.
This is what helps realize the speed and experimenting/adapting capabilities unmatched by other
companies.

Q, Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! Asahi Intecc's 4 core technologies
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0 The company’'s R&D/production system ensures competitive advantages on a global scale.

Asahi Intecc’s industrial products, such as its stainless steel ropes
for industrial equipment, were in a severe situation right before
the company entered into the medical device field, with demands
for significant cutting of costs due to the appreciating yen. In
order to adjust, Asahi Intecc relocated its production base
averseas to Thailand. At the same time, production that added
high value, different to what had been before was being required
in order for the company to stay alive. Asahi Intecc decided to

take on the challenge of launching its medical device business In

1Generating high added value 1Greater social contribution
Ziltlizimg the 4 core technologies SiNo compatition with axisting
which are the company’'s strength clients

AGrowth potantial is expectad

order to meet these conditions in the tightness of the times.

As of now, Asahi Intecc has production bases in Thailand, Vietnam
and Philippines. By having the base in Japan specialize in R&D and
experimentation, while the factories overseas serve the role as
bases for mass production, cost competitiveness is strengthened
and the injection of large amounts of management resources into
R&D is made possible.

By further enhancing R&D that looks far into the future in the
medical industry making rapid progress, Asahi Intecc is advancing
on the front line of technology as a R&D-type company that can
generate excellent products on an ongoing basis.
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0 What is your mid- and long-term strategy?

We have formulated our new medium-term management plan "ASAHI Going Beyond 1000"
and are aiming to accelerate globalization in the fields of sales, development and production.
v With the theme of “becoming a global medical device
company that gives total support from development to
production and sales revolving around minimally-invasive
treatment products,” Asahi Intecc is aiming to expand its
revenues through enhancing sales capabilities, in addition to

Sales
i

Becoming a global medical
device company that gives total
support, from development to
production and sales revolving
arcund minimally-invasive g
treatment products -

producing medical equipment.

Basic policies of new medium-term
management plan “ASAHI Going Beyond 1000

1.Develop Global Market Strategically and Expand
Affected /Treatment Area

2.Create New Business in Global Niche Market

3.Develop RA&D and Production System Optimized
for Global Expansion

Plan Period

50 T e WD B B BT b e B e B e e B b B e B I e e S e e _ _ _
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c [ = c E E c E i_:| c E = E = i_:| E = i_:| = E = =
i % » ® ® & ® ® & ® B 8 A ® 2 A ® B @ B B ®D B B B Growth
L public Listing |
We will strengthen our revenue base centering on the
medical device field in an aim to become a global medical

device company.

Please click here for details of the New Medium-term Management
Plan “ASAHI Going Beyond 1000."
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o Can Japan's medical devices compete in the world?

© With the banner of “From Japan to the World,” our firm
technologies and convictions will change the world’s medical care.

Doctors' comments The appearance of innovative PCI guide wires that made CTO treatment possible, was
greeted with much surprise from medical professionals around the globe. As the
Doctors'comments increase of the rate of successful CTO treatments became clear through the case
: reports of academic associations, all eyes were turning towards Asahi Intecc.
k The turning point for the acceleration of overseas development came in 1996 with a
request from a doctor, who was a world authority in this field, to sell the products in the
Dr.Etsue Tsuchikane | J.5. as wall.

R el Even today, active debates and exchanges of heated opinions with doctors are taking
4 place in varous medical fronts to be utilized in the development of new products. At the
It all cormes down to the popularization of CTO surgery. root is the thorough hands-on approach. This is because the needs of doctors cannot

be grasped and excellent products would not be able to be generated if the medical

This movie can be viewed with sound.
Click 1:he- image on the lower right for full screen view. fronts are not really understood.

With the results of treatments being announced at academic societies through such
doctors and promoticnal activities for medical technologies being held around the world,
the Asahi brand recognition is heightened.

Q, Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! Promotional activities by doctors
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0 Can Japan’'s medical devices compete in the world?
© With the banner of “From Japan to the World,” our firm

technologies and convictions will change the world’s medical care.

EUROPE

AFRICA EAST

Taking the success cases
in Japan overseas

CHINA . JAPAN USA

MIDDLE {

SOUTH EAST
ASIA

Asahi Intecc's leading products are currently for the
cardiovascular system area, but treatment areas are
expanding to encompass other areas such as peripheral
vascular (lower-limb), abdominal and cerebrovascular areas.
Some of these products have obtained large shares in Japan
and year by year more are being highly valued in the world.
We will continue to actively develop overseas through the
success cases of new technologies and products in Japan.
Up to now, Europe and the U 5. led the trends in the medical
industry. Even in Japan which is considered to be an
advanced medical nation, the majority of the medical
devices and pharmaceutical products used in the medical
front, were developed in the West.

Amidst such trends, Asahi Intecc swept the world with guide
wires developed in Japan. With the new market for CTO
treatment created through the proliferation of our products,
we are aiming to further expand and leap forward.
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Actively transmitting the proliferation of minimally-invasive treatment products
from Japan to the world, improve the quality of life of patients and aiming
to establish the Asahi brand in the world
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Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords!

Here we have collected terms and keywords that are indispensable in discussing Asahi Intecc.
For more detailed information please click on the following.

Asahi Intecc’s Minimally-invasive PCI
medical devices treatment
CTO Asahi Intecc's Promotional activities
(chronic total occlusion) 4 core technologies by doctors

Important terms and
keywords you need to now
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Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! GVl
Asahi Intecc’'s medical devices

Asahl Intecc develops, produces and sells various medical devices necessary for catheter treatment.

The following are some of the company’s major medical devices.

Ir.

\

PCIl guide wires

PCI| guide wires are the guides necessary 1o
carry PCI| balloon catheters and stents that
pass through blood vessels that have
become clogged or narmowed for catheter
treatment.

PCI guiding catheters

PCI| guiding catheters are tubes that are
placed in the area from the puncture site to
the coronary artery. It plays an important role
of safely carrying PCI guide wires, PCI
balloon catheters and other medical devices
to the entrance of the coronary artery.

Guide wires for cerebrovascular
vessels

These guide wires are necassary 1o carry
micro catheters and other various medical
devices to affected areas for treatment
inside cerebrovascular vessels such as for
cerabral aneurysm.

Penetration catheters

FPenetration catheters are catheters that
a5sist the passage of PC| guide wires when
FPCI guide wires need 1o pass though
clogged blood vessels.

Micro catheters

Micro catheters are catheters inserted into
blood vessels in the head or abdominal
regions to inject contrast agents and
pharmaceuticals for inspection and
treatment.

PCIl balloon catheters

PCI balloon catheters are catheters for
spreading open blood vessels that have
become clogged or narmowed. They are
inserted along PCI guide wires and have the
function of opening blood vessels from the
inside by inflating the balloon on the tip with
a diameter of 1mm to Smm.
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Minimally-invasive treatment

Minimally-invasive treatment is treatment that minimizes pain, bleeding, fevers, etc. Itis a treatment that is easy on patients physically,
treating many patients that had been relying on surgery, without hurting their bodies as much as possible using catheters and

endoscopes through the advancement of medical technology, as well as economically, as it allows early social rehabilitation and
shortens hospital stay periods.
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Knowing Asahi Intecc with keywords! ‘@ Important terms and keywords you need to now
Pl

PCI (percutanecus coronary intervention) is the main method of treatment of coronary stenosis. It is a method where a balloon catheter is inserted in
the coronary artery and the narmowed area is opened by inflating a balloon. In recent years such is referred to as PCI, including treatment methods
and stenosis removal using stents.

3 treasures indispensable for PCI treatment

| | PCI guide wires are the guides necessary to carry PCI balloon catheters,
o PC| guide wires stents and other medical devices that pass through blood vessels that have
become clogged or narrowed for catheter treatment.

o PCI guiding catheters are tubes that are placed in the area from the
e PGl guiding puncture site to the coronary artery. It plays an important role of safely
catheters carrying PCI guide wires, PCI balloon catheters and other medical devices
to the entrance of the coronary artery.

PCI balloon catheters are catheters for spreading open blood vessels that
e PCI| balloon have become clogged or narrowed. They are inserted along PCI guide wires
catheters and it has the function of opening blood vessels from the inside by inflating the
balloon aon the tip with a diameter of 1mm to Smm.
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CTO (chronic total occlusion) is a disease where a blood vessel has been

completely clogged for a long period of ime. Treatment of this disease has What is CT(O?
been considered to be extremely difficult among tfreatments that use A disease of hard calcification
catheters. Asahi Intecc developed products effective for CTO, significantly

Completely clogged up blood vessel
increasing the success rate oftreatment. The company became a pioneer
in transmitting new trends in CTO treatment from Japan in the medical

Blood f Cholesterol
0 one
industry dominated by the West. ﬁ

Guide wira
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Asahi Intecc's source of competitiveness: 4 core tEChnD|D§iES

Asahi Intecc is equipped with sophisticated and highly original material processing technologies, principally the 4 core technologies. Among
these, the torque technology is the most important. The performance of catheter products are directly linked to the success or failure of surgery. It is
Asahi Intecc’s unique torque technology that makes it possible to develop wires that can express the delicate senses of doctors’ hands to the tips.
In addition to these technologies, the establishment of an integrated production system handling materials down to the finished products makes
possible the development and production of products with the company’s own materials and functions. This is a strength unigue to Asahi Intecc

that works in the industrial device field in addition to the medical device field and is a significant factor in differentiation with competitors in the
medical device field in terms of cost and technology.

Source of competitiveness: 4 core technologies

Wire dl‘BWiﬁE tEL’:hI"]EI'EIEF
Technology of drawing ultra-fine
etainle=s steal wires and finalizing them
to thie desired herdness and thickness

Wire forming technology

Technology of twisting togaethar
wiras made with wire drewing

Wire drewing . Wira forming
tachnology tachnology

Re=in coating
technology

Tﬂggggﬂtieuftzggrnﬂggim | Resin coating technology
operability that is smooth and Technology of coating wiras
without wobble with nylon, polyethylene, etc.
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Promotional activities by doctors

The treatment effects of Asahi Intecc’s products are being reported by highly influential doctors (key opinion leaders) at academic societies around
the world, spreading information that is beneficial to many medical professionals involved in catheter treatment. These doctors travel to countries
around the world and conduct promotional activities for treatment technologies through the presentation of cases and demonstrations in which

Asahi Intecc's products are used.
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